IFG Adventure 3rd Year

Term Four -  Week Two 
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Aim:


To produce a set of photographs to illustrate an article about your IFG Unit for publication in the GB/IFG Newsrap magazine.
Objectives:








· To teach girls the functionality of a digital camera 

· To introduce girls to the principles of good photo composition
· To teach girls how to organise their human subjects so they cooperate and have fun being photographed
Equipment Needed:

· As digital cameras can be expensive, it is unlikely that all girls will own a camera of their own or if they do, be allowed to bring them along to IFG.  For this subject it will be better if you enlist the aid of sufficient leaders / adult helpers with digital cameras so that each leader has a group of no more than three girls to supervise.
· Cameras and Lap tops to download photos to 
· Data projector

· Internet access 
· Screen or blank wall

· Back copies of Newsrap magazines (extra copies available free from the IFG Resource Centre) 

Preparation:

· You may wish to invite a photographer or members of a camera club to come along and teach the girls how to create a ‘perfect’ photo.

· Introduce your visitors to the girls and explain why they are there.
SetUp:

Commence the formal part of the evening with roll call etc.

Devotions:

This evening I am going begin our devotional time by reading you something from the Bible.  I am going to ask you to listen very carefully because in here it gives an example of something and I want you to be able to come up with other examples that you know apply to you.

James 1:22-24 (New International Version)

 22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.

It could have said like a girl who looks at a photo of herself and then goes away and immediately forgets what she looks like.  
Lead the girls in a discussion about other examples of forgetting to do stuff – homework, chores etc.  End discussion with reminding the girls that the most important thing not to forget is the guidance we have been given for our lives in God’s Word.

Prayer:
Activity Session:

· Show the Power Point of the best photos from last week.  You can keep these to show the girls again how they have improved after tonights and next week’s training sessions.
· Ask for ideas for the Newsrap article.  Eg A special activity, overview of the whole Unit, girls showing off the town they live in etc

· Organise the girls into their small groups again, the same as last week.

· Discuss photo composition and how girls will be able to get other girls to cooperate when they are composing their shot.  (Some ideas below)
How to achieve the “Perfect” Photograph:

Impact:
To draw the viewer.  This can be done with a stand-out colour, facial expression or just plain subject matter alone.

Creativity:
To stir the imagination.

Composition:
Good placement of subjects/objects.  This is particularly important when dealing with people.  Nothing is worse than having a group photograph where some people’s faces are obscured.  Frame your photo within the view finder.  Get in close.

Lighting:  It is important that photographs are well lit, especially when of groups of people.  Darker conditions, however, can make interesting, more abstract photographs if the subject is appropriate.

Subject matter:  Try to give an interesting, original interpretation of the subject.

People:  When dealing with subjects, remember that everyone is different and special, and that people react to a camera in varying ways.

A few tips in organising your subject(s) are:

1. Communicate requests clearly.

2. Be firm, but courteous

3. Request and suggest – don’t demand.

4. Assess when humour can assist, but when in doubt, don’t use it.

5. Know your equipment.  Nothing is worse than setting up a group, only to find your gear is inoperable.  Quite often the moment is lost through not knowing just how your equipment operates.

6. Don’t panic if something appears to be wrong, and especially, try not to concern your subject(s).

7. Be prepared to be flexible. Other people often have ideas that can be more applicable to the situation.  Sometimes a compromise proves to be the best solution and usually the result is satisfying to both the subject and photographer.

8. It is good if those being photographed enjoy the experience.  Rapport is important but the fun aspect is just as valuable.  Sometimes people don’t look forward to being photographed but if you can alleviate their apprehension by relaxing them with a little humour, you can get a good result.

Notices and Home Time:

End evening with a prayer
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